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Omaha 1s =till booking national con-
ventlons for the eoming season and has
a few dales yet open,

Tt will be abserved that at the bargzain
conntors where war ships are displayed
a strictly eash business is done.

It 18 now the Department of the Mig-
gourl Instead of the Department of thoe
Platte.  The Missouri Is a higger stream
than the Platte, anyway

One South Dakota populist editor has
rightly dingnosed the allment of  his
party.  “The people’s party,” says the
Dakotn Rurallst, “is now sick with otlive
fteh”

Perhinps It was Wall street that lighted |

the fuse that blew the Maine to eternity,
At any rate, o person reading the yellow
sllverite organs would easily gain that
fipression,

The criminals who are getting fm-
prisonment sentences In Omala are the
eriminnls eaught In the act by private
cltizens and arvested without the help
of the pollee,

Tree planters should not walt for a set
day for the work of setting out shade
and ornameninl trees. Any time will
do, but today Is always n better day

than. tomorrow.
— e —

Mr. Bryan says, Walt. Mr. Bryan's
local organ sayvs walting Is the Wall
street plan, 1f this keeps on the Bryan
gheet will be calling Bryan a Wall street
tool before long.
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The time 18 past when Omaha Is glving
away valuable frapchises without ade-
quate return to the taxpayers. Because
the city made mistakes In the past Is no
reason it ghould repeat them.

The customary holdup is not a marker
to the customary police imbecllity dis-
played in the utter inability of the force
under its present chief to accomplish
anything for the repression of crlme and
inwlessness,

e —

Herdiman and hls  gang  evidently
knew what they were about when they
offered to put through the hoodle
gambling bill Including the governor's
slgnature for $3,000 with 20 per ecent
down In cash.

Men are known by the company they
keep, If Governor Holcomb wanted to
avold assoclation with outlaws, he would
not endorse the outlaw work of his
Dogus reform police commissioners by
reappointment of the cock outlaw.
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After deliberately repudinting the
Irish-Americans of Omaha by reappoint-
ing Robert E. Lee Herdman as member
of the Board of Fire and Police Com-
missioners, will not Governor Holcomb's
participation In thelr Bt Patriek's day
celebration savor something of adding
fnsult to Injury?

Too many vlections Is the burden of
increasing complaint, A Des Molnes
newspaper calls attention to the fact
that that eity will have had  “thren
general elections within the twenty-nine
days ending with the elty election on
the 28th Inst, a vecord that has probably
never been beater hy any elty of the
United States."

That £2.000 prize charity fund has
been up before the publie for nearly
three months with cash inducements to
every worthy person to establish a claln
to @ share of It, and yet thers I8 some
of it left. Three months not tme to
find enough worthy poor in Omaha to
absorh $2,000! Who Is it that says there
i no prosperity?

High officials of the Mormon church
®ay polygamy Is a thing of the past in
T'tah, but the editor who published o
burlesque petition to the town counell
for an ordinance prohibiting plural mar-
vinges and was horsewhipped on  the
street for it by one of the wives of a
prominent eftizen has been convineed
that the subject is entirely too tender
for free discussion in the newspapers.

Nebraska educators can and will do
their state an lnvaluable service by pro.
viding for the exposition a school ex-
ikt In keeping with the character of
the eillucational system of the state, The
clucational exhibils can be made one of
the most Interesting and Instructive
features of the exposition, since many of
he visitors will come from distant states
or forelgn lands and have no concep-
tion of the character of western schools,
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HALISRURY MAY RNTIRE.

It is agaln reported that Lord Salis-
bury la contemplating the relinguishment
of the office of secretary for forelgn
affalre and that he may also resign
the premiership. Though not a very
old man, belng but 68 years of age, the
health of Lord Salisbury has for some
time been fmpaired and hig laborious
duties have, It appears, almost broken
him down. The 111 health of Lady
Rullsbury, nlso, has been a source of
solicitude which has welghed heavily
upon him,

Sallsbury I8 recognized as among the
ablest of the conservative English states.
men of hig time, but he is especlally
distinguished as o careful and sagaclous
diplomatist, whose watchful care of
British Interests has been his most lin-
portant aud valuable service to the
country, While his policy has not heen
nggressive and for this reason has sub
Jeeted him to some pretty sharp eritl-
clsm from politienl opponents, he has
shown abuddant firmness In guarding
British rights and Interests. He would
not allow himself to be goaded into war,

! j or fnto a position that might have pro-

voked war, over the Armenian guestion,

ibut when Germany showed a disposi-

Cterests,

30 tlon to Interfere In South Afriean af-

falrs, where British Interests were in-
volved, Salisbury did not temporize, but
promptly prepiared to protect those In-
If not so grent a statesman
as some of his predecessors, Salishury
has been a safe and prodent  prime

U minister and his vetivement from public

life at this thme would undonbitedly be
regrettell by o majority of his country-
meny nnd eertainly by the queen, whose
implicit confidence he enjoys,

In the event of Salisbury’s retivemont
the man most likely to suecceed him 18
the duke of Devonshire, who I8 a
atatesman of marked ability. There are

lother aspirants, however, and it s by

that the
the very

no menns
snecession

impossible

would  fall  to
ahle  wpephew  of  Salisbury,  Arthur
Balfour, first lord of the trens-
uey, government leader in the House of
Commons and to be acting seeretary of
foreign afalrs In the absence of Lord
Salisbury, Mpeo Balfour Is one of the
strongest men in the conservative party
and so far as experience In publie life
is concorned he has had suflicient to
fit him for the premiership, The et
that Lie Is a leading exponent of bimetal-
lism, however, woulid perhaps preclude
his selection for prime minister,

A MEANINGLESS INCIDENT.

The fact that Mr. Quesada, represent-
Ing the so-called republié of Cuba, was
an Invited guest at the dinner given by
Vice President Hobart to the Belglan
prinee, Is pronounced by the chief of the
Cuban junte o matter of great import-
anee. It I8 semb-oweial recognition of
the Cuban rvepublie,” enthusiastically
declared Dr. Palma.  Nonsense. We
have no ldea what motlve led Mr., Ho-
bart to Invite Mr. Quesada to dinner.
It may have been n deslre to show sym-
pathy with the Cuban ecnuse or it may
have been slmply an expression of per-
sonnl courtesy, But at all events the
Invitation had not the least officlal slg-
nifiennce and so far fis the “republic of
Cuba’’ I8 coircerned was a wholly menn.
Ingless Incldent.  Vice president of the
United States Is a most honorable sta-
tlon and its present inenmbent is filling
it with distinguished credit to himself,
but the matter of dining with the vice
oresldent confers no sort or degree of
oflicial recognition, since when that of-
ficer I8 out of his chalr aa presiding
officer of the senate—the ‘only place
where he acts in an offieial eapaclty—
lie 18 to all Intents merely a private cit-
zen. It was considerate and courteous
on the part of Vice President Hobart to
Invite Mr, Quesada, who s a worthy
gentleman, to a dinner given in honor
of a foreign prince—an exceptional event
—but it 18 manifestly absurd to regard
the mntter ns having any official sig-
aificance,

SPANISH CONFIDENCE.

If sincere, the utterances of represent-
atlves of the Spanish government ghow
no lack of confidence In the ultimate sue-
cess of Spain's policy in Cuba. 1In a
recent gpeech Senor Moret, a member of
the cabinet, declared that tacis are prov-
ing the progress of both home rule and
of the Spanish armies in Cuba and he
predicted that the Insurrection will soon
be crughed in its last haunts, “while
commerce, agriculture, finauees and the
customs revenues are vapidly recovering
In two-thirds of the colony." The new
Spanish minister to the United Stawes
said In an Interview that Spain Is put-
ting the plan of autonomy Into operation
with the utmost dispateh, “eonfident that
In the end It will nccomplisih the good
purpose for which It was des'gned.”

What facts Minister Moret was in pos-
sasslon of  to warrant his opthnistie
declaration he of conrse did not dis
close and evidently they are known only
to the authorities at Madreid, for the
vigilant  Ameriean  newspaper corre-
spondents In Cuba and persons who have
gone there from the Unitod States to
investigate the sltnation have reported
no facts showing that autonomy Is mak-
ing progress outside of the tervitory
under S8panish control, that anything is
heing accomplished toward crushing the
Insurrection, or that financial, commer.
clal and agricualuaral conditions are im-
proving In Cuba, On ihe contrary, all
reports which can be aceeptell as trust-
worthy present a quite different view of
the situation. They declare that the
scheme of antonomy Is a failure, that
there is no hope of its being accepted by
the Cubans, They also state that the
insurgents are In better shape now than
ever before and were never more confi-
dent of attaining Independence, As to
business conditions there is no question
that they are growing worse dally, ex-
cept, perbaps, within a lindted area,

If any really encouraging progress had
Been wade with the plan of autonomy
there ean be no doubt that the Spanish
povermment would bave glven the fact
to the world, omitting no detail, It s
stated that Spaln has informed Euro-
pean governments that it expects to ac-
complish the pacification of Cuba within
a short thne, but the downward course
of Spanish securities In the money mar-

kets shows that the Sinanclers of Europe,
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who are apt to be well Informed, do not
take any stock In Spanlsh assurances re-
garding Cuba. Why should they when
after three years of conflict, Involving
an enormous expenditure of money and
a great sacrifice of life, Bpain has falled
to make any Impression upon the In-
surrectlon and Is today almost bank-
rupt In money and men? If she conld
necomplislt nothing while able to pour
tens of thousands of soldiers Into Cuba,
what hope is there for her under existing
conditions, with a bankrupt treasury aud
the country almost depleted of men
aviallable for military serviee abroad?
Whether or not the insurgents are In
bhetter condition than ever before, there
Is no doubt that they can continue the
contest indefinitely, nor Is there any
doubt of their determination to do so.
“We will not consider any proposition
for a settlement of the war unless It be
based upon the absolute Independence of
Cuba,” sald the chilef of the Cuban junta
in this country and he undoubtedly
gpeaks with the authorlty of Gomez and
his followers. Thera I8 no substinntial
ground for Spanish confldence in the
stieeess of the policy of Cuban autonomy
anqd the early suppression of the Insup-
rection, judging from the most trust-
worthy advices regarding the situation,

MITLIARY DEPARTMENT HANGES.,

The new army orders changing the
boundaries and name of the former De-
partment of the Platte have vastly in-
ereased the lmportance of the milltary
department to which Nebraska Is as-
signed and whose heagquarters are lo.
cated In Omaha,  With the new align-
ment this department, henceforth to be
known as the Department of the Mis-
sourl, s2cures enlarged tereltory and
ndditional posts and troops that make it
compare favorably In strength with any
of the other departiments,

These changes, however, threaten to
bring forth several competitors with
Omaha for the department hoadguarters
and will require the people of this ity
to mount guard agninst Its removal to
another city, In the old Depargtment of
the Platte, Omaha was to all intents
and purposes the only place fitted by
locition, rallway facilities and commer-
clal advantages to serve as the head-
quarters city, Its usefulnoss and su-
periority for that purpose is not impalired
by the creatlon of the new department,
Omaha today Is better situated for com-
municiation with all the varlons posts
than any other point in the military
division. It has better railway facilitics
for reaching all parts of the department,
is neaver to the Important posts and s
a more convenlent and aceessible bhase
of supply distribution than any other
elty In the states comprised In it. In a
word, Omaha Is the ideal center for
milltary headquarters of the new de.
partment, just as it was of the old de-
partment,

At the same time the fact must not
be disguised that the annexation of Mla-
sourl and Kansas means that both St
Louls, Kansas City and Leavenworth
will enst covetous glances in this diree-
tion. The two last-named citles are ol-
ready agitating & movement to capture
the headquarters of the new Depart-
ment of the Missourl. What Is worth
while for Kansas City and Leavenworth
to try to get away from Omahn I8 cer-
taluly equally worth while for Omaha
to exert itself to keep. Before the pro-
posed rald on the department head-
quarters takes tangible shape, the busi-
ness men and eommerelal organizations
of Omaha should stand up and Insist
upon thelr own.

DEATH OF MRS, THUKSTUN.

The announcement of the sudden
death In Cuba of Mrs. Thurston, wife
of Senator John M. Thurston, will cause
profound regret among the many friends
In this city and state who have knowmn
her during the quarter of a century ihat
she hne resided In Nebraska, Aside
from her home life, which always had
first claims wupon her, Mrs. Thurston
took a speclal interest in public affaire
cultivated by but few women and
achleved more than a state wide repu-
tatlon a8 & woman of remarkable ver-
satility and publie foree. Her recent
election as one of the officers of the na-
tlonal organization of the Boclety of the
Daughters of the Amerlean Revolution
hns added to the promlnence previ-
ously attalned as a natlonal figure
nmong American women. In his sad
bereavement Senator Thurston has the
sympathy of the entire community.
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TERRITORIAL RAILWAY DBUILDING,
The gratifying business revival mani-

fest In the two remalning southwestern
territorles, Arizona and New Mexico,
indientes that the general prosperity of
the year penetrates the entire country.
There are special local reasons for the
revival In the southwest, for mining and
Ievigation are preparing the sunshine
territorles for statehood and rallvoad
promoters are busy marking out new
lines of commerce over the mountains
and across the plains. Flve or six pro-
Jeeted lines have just been commenced
in Arvizona, or will be begun this woeek
in order to secure the henefit of the Inw
that offers a period of exemption from
taxation, and in New Mexico contracts
have been let for several lmportant rall-
way exteusicns,

One of the most Important lines will
form a connectlon between the main line
of the Santa I'e in Arizona and the rim
of the Geand Canyon of the Colorado,
opening up a good mining reglon and
Ziving tourlsts a1 new route to one of
the most wonderful regions of the world,
Another of the projected lines erosses
the Arvizona-New Mexico boundary line
In the south and parallels the Bouthern
'acific to Phoenlx. In New Mexico an
extension of the Denver & Rio Grande
is projected to reach important mining
regions In the northern part of the ter-
ritory, and work Is already under way
on an extension of the Pecos valley line
to a connection with the Denver & Gulf
and the Santa Fe in the Panhandle of
Texas, This lnst named line will glve
a northern outlet to the magnificent
Pecos valley with its Irrigated farms and
great herds of cattle. A number of
other mnior lines will reach Iote min-
Ing camps in the mountains,

The two southwest territories could
coutaln g half dezen New Englands aud
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still have room 1¢¥t, but they have been
neglected by home seekers largely be-
enuse of the mouptain and desert areas.
Last year matf dmillion dollars worth
of gold, sllveFahd baser metals wers
dug from the smlnes which are yet but
partinlly devel New camps are be-
ing opened, and frrigation projects are
working a wondefful transformation In
the rich valliys, Resldents of the
western states!will not begrudge the
people of the bwo territories thelr share
in general prospeYity; rather will thoy
Join in the hope that both territories will
soon become sapopulous and prosperous
that statehoodean not long be denled
them, "

e et

News of the political eampalgn in Ore.
gon preliminary to the stute clection In
June Is that while the fuslonists are
making unusual efforts to harmonize all
the factions and unite thelr strength
It will be practically Impossible to sufie
the dissatisfaction sure to follow the
Interference of outside popocrats with
state afMairs. The republicans are con-
dueting a harmonlous eampalgn which
should result in the nomination of a
strong state ticket, and on election dny
the voters should Indorse the republiean
party and national administration with
an emphatie majority. The re-eleetion
of the republican mayor of Seattle last
woek by an inereased majority ls en-
conraging to the republicans of the consy
and an iudication of what may be ex-
pected to happen in the state elections.

The comtract labor agents in California
have been beaten In thelr Intest scheme
for elrenmventing the laws agaiust fm-
portation of cheap coolle  labor from
Asin. They brought over twenty-three
Japanese laborers who declared 1o the
customs officials that they had come (o
the United States as students of agricul-
ture for the purpose of studying Awer!-
enn methods of farming.  As they all
told the same story 1t was rejected and
the authorities at Washington sustained
the refusal of the Immigration commlis-
stoner to permit them to remain, The
coolie labopr system is repellont to the
Ameriean klen of free labor and must
not be given a foothold in Amerien.

HMas Trouhles of Hin Own.
Chieagn Record.

On thoory that a man who has
trowbles of hle own should not take any
great palns to appropriate the troubles of
some other people, Kalser Wilhelm doea
wisely in denying that he ever sald he would
back up Epaln.

the

War Seares World-Wilde,
Springfield Republican.

The commotion geems to extend all over
the world. iyery great power from the
United States .folug ecast to Japan s pre-
paring or |s already prepared for war, It
may be dlnmuraaigg to the universal peace
folks, yet let them not despalr.

I'..-Jbum{:rl ty Polnter.
Gipelnyatl Tribune,

Nebraska s showing Mr. Bryan the prac-
ticabllity of paying off mortguges without
the free colnage silver. 'The release of
farm morigages in.that atate for 1857
amountod to nearly $156,000,000. against a 1it-
tle over 311.009,903' o 1896, while the total
reduction lngmarlgm indebtedness hwas
greater than has béen known for many

years in the history of that state. r

Obliterntion of Sectional Lines.
New York Sun,

The country is to be pongratulated upon
the almost total obliteration of the sectional
lines which for o0 many years marked the
division of the United Statea into slave and
free territory, and finally threatened lta par-
titlon Into two separate governmentis by the
dread ordeal of civll war. The era of recon-
ciliation, so long and earnestly desired, has
happlly come, and the feeling of distrust and
hostility between the sectlons is everywhere
vanishing, let us hope ngver to return.
Nothing is better caleulated to give strength
to the natlon at home, Inorease our power and
influence abroad, and add to the permanency
and gecurity of our free Institutlons than tha
restoration of cordial relatlons between the
people of all parts of our beloved country.

‘A Remuavrkable Decinlon,
: Leslio's Weekly.

It you want to chastise your enemy invite
him Into a federal government bullding and
pound him within an inch of his life. It
the inch remains ygu are safe from punish-
ment by federal or state law, A St. Louls,
Mo., judge recently held that the Unlited
States statute of 1872 glvea the federal gov-
ernment supreme and exclusive jurlsdictlon
over offenses committed upon its property
and that musder done there ls the only
erime punishable by that government, The
casp was that of a colorad porter who as-
saulted the janitor of the federal bullding
in the office of the internal revenue col-
lector at St. Louls. Arrested on a warrant
charging assault and battery, he successfully
interposed a plea in abatement on the ground
that the act was oommitted on a United
Btates reservation, and that the state had no
jurisdiotion. Lawyers say the declslon cor-
rectly Interprets the law, AL any rate, It
rolieves the colored porter from all fear of
presecution, and establishes an interesting,
not to say a very bad, precedent.

SUGAR PRODUCTION ABROAD.
Why the United Stiates Should En-
cournge the Indmniry,

Chieago Thnes-Herald,

The report of Consul General Goldschmlidt,
who ls smiatloned at Berlin, gives timely
interest to Becretary Wilson's artlole on
sugar beet culture in the eurrent number of

the Forum.

Mr, Goldschmldt shows that Germany,
which formerly used {mported sugar at §7.60
per hundred pounds, has now become in
less than twenty-five years the largest beet
sugar producing and exporting Ruropean
country, selling at a wholceale prlce of leass
than $2.60 per 100 pounds. As sugar scemn
to have reached & minimum price, the ldea
is galuing ground that the best polley from
now on (8 not to stimulate sugar exporta
bt rather to increase the use of thls com-
modity at homé for other purposes than
Lumpn food. '

This phase 6f the subject 18 exhaustively
a1 vssad by Beoretary Wilson in his Forum
artd le, Mr. Wilson is the first secrotary of
agriculture who has glven to the subject of
domestle sugar  production the attention
wihich its lmpowtiance would scom to merit.
He believea that,the United States should
produce its owp sugar, and to that end he
has directed the energies and resources of
the Agriculturf] department so far as possl-
ble toward thé Investigatinn of the presi-
bilitles of beet’'sugar culture Iu the varlous
elates,

As a result of those Investigations he he-
fleves that It can be but n gquestion of a
short time whén 'the $101,000,000 which we
now spend anaually for lmported sugar will
be distributed among our own people. In
h's opinion the question should be discussed
from the stamdpoint of the farmer rather
than from that of the political economlst.
The great need of agriculture today ls profit-
able diversification of erops.

In his experiments with sugar beet oul-
ture at the Towa Btate Agricultural college
Mr. Wilson found that beets could be grown
by the acre with profit for stock feed alone,
If the sugar beet Is hauled 10 the factory
and the pulp taken back to the farm no
plant food is lost to the soil. This pulp Is
substantially as wvaluable as a fodder for
domestic animals as the beet s befors the
sugnr is extracted.

If the sugar we now purchase abroad were
produced In this country Secretary Wilson
estimates that 400 faclories would be re-
quired to work up the necessary amount of
sugar beets, This would afford caplitalists a
great field for safe and permanent invests
ment, and would reduce to a large extent
the sum we annually pay for agricultural
products that might be grown at home,
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NAVAL COMPARISONS.

Review of the Sea TPower of the
United Stntes and Spain.
Philadelphia Press.

The effective navy of both the United
States and Spam l& recent. Poth have a
large number of antiquated vesscls, and by
taking all the vessels on the maval reglster
of each a comparkion Is possible which has
small value. On this basls, taking vossels
afloat and bullding, Spain bas, takng round
numbere, eleven armored vessels with 75,000
tons and thirtysecven unarmored with 55,000
tons, and the United Statea has thirty-two
armored vessels with 167,000 Loow and forty-
four unarmored vessels with 100,000 tons,
Roughly espeaking, the Amerlcan armored
and narmored vessels might be sald to bo
twice as atrong as the Spanish. Gun power
and hence battle eMciency are, however,
stremger, ton for ten, In the American than
the Spanish vessels, Comb'mlug these fac-
tora, If both natlons were able to put their
entire fleet Mito line, the American would
Lis about thrice as strong as the Spanish, as-
suming equal eficlency and an equal task

for both naviea.

As a matter of fact, the efficlency of the
two pavies s altogether on the side of the
United States. The Spanizh navy s, and
Lhua been for years, notovious as 111 pald,
poorly equipped and poorly found, snd this
must be remembered In the comparison on
another page. On the other hand, the tack
of our navy ls greater, having a longer lite
to defend, and some 12,000 tons of battle-
ship—0Oregon and Monterey—on our Pacifie
const, are practically nonexistent for a Span-
feh war, unless used to operate agalnst the

Philippines,
A close relative comparlson, however,
brings out somewhat differcat conditions

Both natlons about twemnty years ago awoko
to the fnct that each had no navy. Our
effective navy has all beony planned and built
&lneo 1850, In 1884 a Spanish commission
was formed to consider naval necds, Spain
had them five antiquated Ironcluds, come In-
different erulsers and aa active fleet of thie-
ty-five small guoboals distributed among lte
lslnnd poesessions, The commission pro-
posed that $45,000,000 should be spent on
twelve armored ves els, thirty-aeven crulsers
and a fleet of smwaller vessels. At the same
time a veval commission in this country re-
ported In favor of a foree about twice this
Nelther has filled out Its maval program, but
the Unitesl Btates bos come far oearer to
it than Spaln, The latter spends from $6,-
2,000 to §7.500,000 a year on ita naval con-
dicuction, Our own outlay s sbout twice
this,

Asg wlll be seen, reckoned from every polnt,
the United Sintes develops over twlee the
naval cMelency of Spain, An analyais of the
fleet of ench slowe, however, that this efli-
cliciey ks very differeatly distributed. With
acattered island posscssions to protect and
held in eubjection, Spain has needed crulsers,
With the longest snd least defended coast-
Hne possessed by any country, this country
has naturally built battleships. Spaln has
turned toward eruleers with a long steam'ng
capacity aad relatlvely llght  gun  power,
The United States, expecting to operate near
home, has sought voecls which could not
steam fap op fast, but whose gun power was
great—floating foris,

In first-class  battleships, therefore, no
comparison exlets, The United States has
oo e Atlantle three to the Spanlard's one:

Tons. Tons.
Mauza'sotts ....... 10,283 Peliy0i.iarvesess 500
Tirawa cicsvvisrnis 1410
Indlana ..ooeievnnnas 10,288

In armor, any one of the three American
veeael: equals the Spanlsh, and each carries
four guns where the Spanish Gas two, The
Pelayo, In addition, would have the greai-
est diMculty In crossing the ocean, as would
our battleships, aud It may be set down as
certaln that as fac as sheer fighting force
Rgoes the three Amerlcan battleships near
Havaoa excecd any force that cam be broughit
against them.

Passing to second-clasas  battleships or
protected cruisers and the Spanish disparity
Is Jess apparent, No sharp line can be
drawn betweon vessels of these two classes
and they can be ranged as follows:

Tona, Tons,
MOBOB ilivyaiidiviivg 8,016 Qartos Vi 9,000
BrooKIyn ..o 8186 AL Oquendo..... 7,000
New York ....vveee- 5000 Vizcaya.... 1000

Marla Teresa,..T,000
Cris. Colon,.....6,540

Spain has three armored crulsers of the
same size bullding but not ready, and of
these two are not yet completed. The imme-
diate effective fighting force Is about even
here, the armor I8 about the same and the
gun power far In excess on the American
vessels, The Brooklyn has about four times
the gun Mre of the Carlos V.

The poasibllities of the Spanish fleet here
abruptly end., Under its flag there are four
crulsers of from 3,000 to 5,000 tons, bullt
within ten years and equipped with a modern
armament. Our own navy has eleven such
vessels alnce 1886, excluding early veesels,
and, deducting those on distant stations, the
number near at hand is twice that of Spain.
In smallen vessels of over 1,000 tons ours are
three to one. In coast defense vessels an
even greater superlority exlsts, Spaln has
two old-fashlioned monitora and the Unlted
States thirteen, Spaln has two old-fashioned
turreted vessels, Numancia and the Vitoria,
and the United States has slx, of which one
is on the Paclfic. 3

Summing up then, the disparity In battle-
ahips Is three (o one; In armored crulsers
and battleships about even as to number
and glze, two to four to one In fire; In
crulsers two to one; in coast defense, five to
one., As much has been sald In the forelgn
press of attacks on American shipping, it
must not be forgotten that the two countries
In stenm tonnage are at this polit nearly
allke, Spain had In 1898 35656 steamers with
488,065 tons, and this country 447 with 703.-
309 tons. In ealling vesgels our 2,824 ships
with 1,802,817 tons are eight-fold the Spanish
1,017 vessels with 163,186 tons.

NAMES FOR NAVAL VESSELS.

Uncle Sum's Shipa Decorated Chlefly
with Geographieal Namen.
New York Tribune.

The nomenclature of the vessels of the
United States navy ls deficlent In names made
famous by acts of naval herolsm, but abounds
In geographical terms, which make a list of
Uncle Bam's ships resemble an extract from
# postal gulde, There Is & class of vessels
in the Epglish navy, known as the “admiral"
class, where the names of Nelson, Anson,
Rodoey, Benbow, and other naval leaders
may be found, and this same method of per-
petunting the names of admirals exlsts In
Russia. The custom of preserving the names
of victorles at sea ls also observed In many
countries by naming vessels after the place
near whore the fight occurred. But in the
United States navy these customs cannot be
carried out, and although the name of Farra-
gut Is honored and revered by the navy, no
large ahip of any class bears the name of the
hero of Mobile bay,

lu the torpedo boat class thore are excep-
tions to thia rule, and the fleet contalns un
Erlesson, a Cushing, a Porter, a Foote, a
Dahlgren, a Dupont, a Goldsborough and
others.

The single-turreted monitors bear Indian
names, such as Comanche. Catskill, Canoni-
cus, Mahopae, Montauk, Wyandotte, but not
to the excluslon of other names, for the list
includes the names of Ajax and Manhattan,
In the old wooden navy the names of Frank-
lin, Adams and Marlon are still preserved,
aleng with Yantie, Alert and Nipsie, The
Indian name is also represented In this cluss
by several vessels, among which are the
Mohican, the Monocacy and the Omaha.

The double-turreted monltors have names
which are to be found nowhere In ship
nomenclature except In the United States
navy, Among them are the Amphitrite, the
Miantonomoh, and the Monaduock. The
Vickshurg and the Annapolis are compogite
guoboats, and are named after places where
important military operations took place.
No set rule seems to ohtain for the naming
of gunboata, The list Includes the Petrel,
the Machlas, the Nashville, the Helena, the
Concord, the Bancroft and the Hennlogton,
Tha armored crulsers, llke the New York
and the Brooklyn, are named after clties, as
are the protected crulsers, such as the
Atlanta, the Baltimore, the Charleston, the

First in design
Finest In quality—

Factory founded 1797

The “GDA”
Limoges China

Chicage, the Cinelnnatl, the Columbla, the
Newark, the Raleigh and the San Francisco,
although the Olympla I8 also of that clams,
The armored battleships, of which the Maine
was & good specimen, are all named after
Ataton, except the Koearsarge, which, by
special act of congress, was npamed to
perpetuate the old ship which had won dls.
tinetion In the famots Aght with the
Ahlllbnmn before the days of the steel battle-
ship,

The old woodon navy I8 made up of the
venerable Invallds, all put away In com-
fortable quarters. The Constitution Is the
tralning ship at Newport; the Vermont (s
used as a recelving ship In the Brooklyn
navy yard; the Dale Is used by the Mary-
land naval reserve; the Independence Is the

recelving abip at Mare laland, and the
Jamestown 1 & quarantine ship, The
Monongaheln I8 attached (o the tralning

aguadron, the New Hampshire 1s the head-
quarters of the New York naval reserve, and
the Sarntoga Is a nautical school ship.

The man whose name Is the same as
that of some city may, If he hecomes & naval
hero, sée a United States ship bear his name,
but unlers that combination exists it is
doubtful it ever herolam would add the name
cf an Individual to the lst ot United States
war ships,

THE INDUSTRIAL WAVE,

Top Necord of Il;i'l-l_:l lewlr to NDe Sur-
passed Thin Yenr,

THE QUESTION OF MORALITY.

Postion of The Hee Endorned ns Eme
phntienlly Correct,
Marshalltown Times:Republican,

It & war with Spa'n over the Maine dia-
aster or miorvention In Cuba doess Hot come
on to divert nmational Interest Omaha will
bo the central pomit of attraction thls sum=
mer with Its Transmissiasippl Expoaltion,
An I8 well known by early resldonts of the
west, Omaha was ia plonecr days one of the
toughost polnts In the west, but (t has largely
outgrown thla conditlan. Now a clty of
about 150,000 peaple, It will have an oppor-
tunity to show whether It can control and
fupgress the evil forces that will flock to
its centers this summer., It ought to com-
menco this work at once. The Rov. Davit
. Kerr of that elty, writlag to a Chicago
papet, refers to the coming expoasition as
gecond only to the Worll's falr aa acr Inter-
national exhibitlor; yet he says “lts mor-
ality la llkely to be a shock to Christlans,
It I& now evident the authoritles do not
propose to Hetin to the protests agalnst
Sabbath opening and that the devil will be
wondcerfully busy, Nearly twice ns many et.
loon leenses bave been granted thle yeor as
Iasl year. The brewing companies aod othes
lguor intetests have got poasession of waiy
street tornes and many naw amd attraceive
bulldings Bave been erected to be oceupled
Ly waloons, (vher evidence of preparvation
to trap the willing and the unwary In wick=
ciness and lopurity are very apparent. The

#t. Louls Globe-Demoerat,
In a business sense the country has ad-
vaneed to a positlon hitherto untouched.
Along untll a menth or two ago the yvear
1892 represented the top of the Industirial
wave. Immediately  afterward the tlde
sharply fell, and for two or three years |t
wis at the ebb stage. In 1885 the tide again
began to rise, but it was checked and sent
downward by the Bryanite menace in 1808,
The downward lurch was stopped by the hon-
est money victory In the latter part of that
year. A slow but perceptible rise in the
buginess tide began a year ago, when that
party resumed power, The movement galned
momentum a little over half a year ago, when
the party's Indugtrial legislatlon went into
operation. Sinee thd beginning of the pros-
ent year It has reached a higher mark than
was ever before touched |
This 1s the story which present conditions
tell,  In bank clearances in the country at
latge February figures heat those of that
month in 1802 to the extent of 6 per cent.
It did this, too, In the face of the fact that
that month of 1802 had the largest clearings
ever scored n any February In the country's |
history, and In the face of the further fact
that Fobruary In 1802 had one¢ more business
day (han it had In 1808, Rallroad earnlngs
at the present time are beating all former
figures, and the tendency, as In bank clear-
Ings, continues upward. Merchandise ex-
ports exceed Imports to a gEreatepr exteont
than ever before at this time of the yoar,
Iron production for two months past haa
been at the largest flgures ever reached.
The Immense totals of the rallroad earnings
mean more than appears con the surface, for
prices of transportation age lower (han.
they were hefore the panle of 1804 oecurered,
The same fact ae regards mnany staple arti-
cles renders the increase in bank transace
tlons, as indicated by clearances, especially
slenificant.
Epldom at this season does gold Importa-
tion take place. A few hundred thousand
dollars came In In this month In 1808 and |
1507, but for several previous years the tide
was [n the other dircetlon. Over $6,000,000
of gold, however, has ro ently started l'nr|
this country, and some of It has arrived, |
There la no special need for this Inflow, for
the banks are, on the whole, better supplied |
with this metal than they over were In the !
past, and the treasury's fund, which has
Just crossed the $168,000,000 mark, Is at a
higher line than was reached before gineo
the middle of 1890, To keep up the favorable
exhibit which 18 made In all directions, the
revenue Is expanding at a rate not dreamed
of by even the most hopeful of the Dingley
acl’s framers at the outset, February, 1808,
showed a handsome surplus, which is the
firat time In eeveral years that recelpts in
that month exceeded expenditures. As the
tendency of the revenue has been ateadlly
upward ever since the Dingley law went Into
eftect, the chances are that It will reach a
much higher line than has yet been touched,
Surpluses Ins.ead of deficits will probably |
be the rule hereafter, except as war prepara- |
tlons may swell the expenditures. As 1803 |
has been surpassed In bank clearings and
rallroad earnings, 1879, the year In which
the natlve business activity and prosperity
of the past reached Its high-water mark
will probably soon be left behind,

PERSONAL AND OTHERWISE,

The mnlrlbmlcm_t-o-!he James Russell
Lowell memorial fund In Boston now amount

to $22,078,

It Is estimated that the recent eivil war
during its helght cost the government more
than $2,000,000 a day. The price of war Is
convtantly rising, too,

Money docsn't always bring happlness and
harmony, as 18 shown by the faot that a
daughter of the Inte Austin Corbin la sulng
her mother, brother and sister and about
all of her collateral relatives.

You don't require a big Income to ‘‘get
along" in Japan. A man can llve thero llke
a gentleman on $300 a year. This sum willl
pay he rent of a house, the wages of two
servants and supply plenty of food,

When the governor of the commonwealth
of Masmchusetts epeaks of the year 1900 as
"the closing yeanr of the nineteenth century,"
let no cne again call It the first year of the
tweatieth century.

The latest remark of Kaleer Wilthe!m con-
cerns the German flag. The black, he says,
representa work; the white, rest anl peace,
ad the red, war, necessary to cement Lhe
other two together.

Consul General Lee's friends are atarting
& boom for Gilm for senator from Virglula
to succeed Senator Martin, whose term ex-
pires In 1001. Nearly a year ago General
Lee'a friends began to quletly work for him
for this place. Bince then the movement
became an organized one ln many respects.

Willlam A, Kirkland, the ranking rear ad-
miral in the navy, hus seen a great deal of
bard naval service and bas & fund of ex-
perience which would be lnvaluable to this
cormiry In case of trouble with any other
nation. He Is & North Carolinian by birth,
was appointed to the navy In 1850, and s &
bluff veteran of the old echool,

Jumes Whitcomb Rlley, the poet, says:
“I an continually haunted by the feac that
my lrunk will be lost, 80 I go about the
country with a grip. In case there Is ever
a fearful rallway accident and among the
debris Is a vallse with an arm attached to
It irmly, they may bury it, without furthm

whole Christian weeld needs to pray for
Omnha a8 never belore™

The Omaha Bee takes this up to say that
tho increase o the number of salcons over

last wyear Gas only been from 180 to 245,
(an addition of Afty, or an Increase of 25
per cent The Bee says the exposition

authoritivs Guve not yot taken up the Sun-

"day opeaing question and declires the quess

tion of morality 12 not so iuch one of deaes
teating the Sablath by keeplog the gates of
1he exposition opan every day of he week
as It is the enforcement of the laws and
ardinances against disreputable places and
digorderly  people.  The exposition will he
an eduvating, upltfting, motal force and the
devil will not be tindl a0 busy while the
exposition gates are open as be will be while
they are cloged, If Satan finds ample work
for 1dle hands to do, ea ghutting up the
exposition and foreing vesldents and &icang-
efs to while away their thme i the saloon In-
fested city will be more dangerous to thele
morale thaa providing them with wholesome
entertalnment on the exposition grouads

The Bee well says: “What the clergy-
men and chureh praple of sonahs should In-
alst om I8 cMelent polee protectlon  and
auch reasonable enforeement of the laws ns
will blot out all the dives, dens pod digocd-
erly resoris (Gat are oow flonelshing with
police connivance. To do this they need not
walt until the exposition s at hand.*

The BDee is to be commended for stircing
up It people to a proper sence of duty
and publle spleit, for good order and propee
pratection will be polnta on which the publie
will Insist and they will be factors in dee
termining attendance.

LAUGHING MATTERS,

Chicango Record: “Do you think Jinkas wllt"
He used to be guch o coward.”™ o

EO0 to war?
“Yes; bul he hos been married three thines

| #inee you knew him."

Distrolt Journanl: “Palllt made a great hit
with the last painting he had In the salon,'™

“Ah, Indeed?'

“Yos, It has just fetehed 25,000 sonp wraps-
pora,**

Detrolt Free Pross: “Bmith and 1 have
digcovored the secret of menta] culm.'
“What ta 3"

“He's golng to worry over my famlly
LI’;U]!E:IL’S and I am golng 1o worry over
18,

Harlem Life: *“You have broken
heart!" wailed the rejected lover,

The handsome young woman doctor ime
pulsively selzed his hand and felt his pulse,

“No, Harry," she sald. *“Your heart 1s all
rvight. It's your liver."

my

Clevelund Plaln Dealer: “What did you
think of that clgar I gave you yesterday?”

“Not much, It cost me $."

“How #0?"

“Why, It gnve my wife the Idea that the
gas wos leaking somewhere, und she gensg
for a plumber,” T

LT

Chicago Tribuné: “My friend," pleaded
the temprance evangelist, laylng his hand
affectlonately on his shoulder, “we nre
laboring In a common cause for our own
reformation and the good of mankind.
Will you join us?"

“Don't cure It 1 do!" peplied Mr, Jagway,
with tears of contrition In his eyes.

Washington Star: “I wonder who that
man 18 who ta'ks so loudly and showxs so
much excltement,'" sald one of two men who
were pnsalna’ down the street.

“He's a nelghbor of mine,” wis the
answer, “He's engaged In lecturin his
friends on the necessity of keeplng cool,”

Indlanapolls Journel: *““I don't have any
Ll;lrl.lll.hla keeplng my calendar leaves torn
‘;ll\)nn‘t. eh?

“"No; my typowriter girl 18 alwaya
ahoad to see when the next pay d-n}y cl:;:‘lt_i’nﬁ

Cineinnatl Enquirer: “I'q rather,” said t
actor, "“that you would devote -fuw'rr of yo.\}g
storles to my c.;;vrson:n tralta and adventures
n.r.ald more of them to mly acting.”

Bllly, my boy,” sald the press agent with
the ensy fuml!lnrlt'y of & man '‘with an Ilron=-
clad contract, “it is yous acting that I am
tnrlnq‘ to draw the public's attention away
Trom.

' THE DON'S DILEMMA.

Washington Star,

Now the Spaniard’s brow is wrinkled,

¥ And his face Is dark as night;
Shall I sell my preclous Cuba—
Is that better than to fight?"

Btlll he stands there darkly brooding,
Yet It wouldn't be too rash

Ir zou bet your entire fortune
That the Don would take the cash,

POETIC TRAGEDY,

Boamerville Journal.
The poet sat him down to ‘arite
A strain of war vietorlous,
He told the world ‘twas grand to fight,
To die was slmply glorious,

This poet was, though not to blame,
In direst stralts financially,

He hoped his lines would bring him fame,
And benefit him substantinlly,

And 50 he wrote of war and gore,
And scenea of carnage awing him,
Whilo ull the while, and more and moras,
Hlis hunger flerce was gnawing him.

He labored long upon onch werse,
Untll he had perfocted it

ldeatification, es the fragments of the Byt oh, sthl empty Is his pursc—
Hoosler poet.” The editor rejected it!
———— e ——

“In all, the Fitting
is best.”_.......

right, The fitting season s best,

correct as can be—all the new
ities, and colors, are shown here.

not represented in our window.
look them over. A nice spring h

guarantee goes with our hat as it

Satisfaction guaranteed,

——y

Season,

We salute the ancient Heslod; and beg to say that he is al

and this is the fitting szason in

our hat department, and the bezauty of it is that our fitting is as

and leading blocks and qual-
Our window will give you a

faint idea of what is going to be worn, but therz are many others

You are invited to call and
at in the latest block at $1.00,

$1.50, $2.00, $2.50, $3.00, $3.50, $4.00 and $5.00, The same

does with our clothing,
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